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2022 VECTOR PROGRAM

Mosquito Prevention Around the House

The feature of this quarter's newsletter focuses on the Vector Program and
the importance of vector awareness. Vectors are living agents that carry
and transmit infectious diseases to other living organisms. These include
ticks and mosquitos who carry diseases such as Lyme and malaria. In
Calhoun County, CCPHD monitors the prevalence of potentially disease-
causing tick and mosquito populations. This is mainly done by collecting
and identifying vectors and testing target species for disease. CCPHD has
been participating in the program for three years, and this year is
expanding to provide additional community outreach and education. The
Environmental Public Health Department will
have larvicidal dunks available for free while the
supplies last. These dunks are used in areas of
standing water that accumulate near
households, such as in flower pots, bird baths,
old tires, rain barrels, and roof gutters. When the
dunks are picked up, a brief survey will be
requested to identify areas the dunks will be
used. For additional information about mosquito
larvicides, see the CDC's factsheet here. To pick
up mosquito dunks, contact the Environmental

Public Health front desk or stop in during open hours. 

Using an effective repellent. CCPHD recommends using an EPA-registered
insect repellent.
Stay inside when mosquitos are most active, such as during dusk and
dawn.
Eliminate mosquito habitats by emptying or covering items where water
can collect or using larvicides in certain areas of standing water.

Reducing exposure to mosquitos can help eliminate bites. These can include:

For additional information on mosquito control and bite prevention, visit the
CDC webpage here.

https://www.cdc.gov/mosquitoes/pdfs/larvicides-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mosquitoes/index.html


NATIONAL NURSES DAY
May 6
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Hand Sanitizing versus Hand Washing?

Chicks WORLD HAND HYGIENE DAY
May 5
The World Health Organization (WHO) celebrates Hand Hygiene Day to
recognize handwashing as one of the most effective actions one can take
to reduce the spread of pathogens and prevent infections. This year's
theme "Unite for Safety: clean your hands" focuses on small actions
individuals can take to improve safety and encourage others to clean their
hands at the right times and with the right products. For additional
information on Hand Hygiene Day and this year's theme, visit the WHO
World Hand Hygiene Day 2022 page here.

Each year, the American Public Health Association (APHA) organizes
National Public Health Week to recognize the contributions of public health,
highlight issues that are important to improving the nation's health, and
address the underlying causes of poor health and disease risk. APHA
develops a national campaign to educate the public, policymakers, and
practitioners about issues related to each year's theme. This year's topic
titled "Public Health is Where You Are" celebrates the power of
communities, shares strategies for successful partnerships, and champions
the role of a strong public health system. Each day of National Public
Health Week focuses on a specific public health topic that is critical to the
future success of building healthy communities and in turn creating a
healthy nation. The daily themes this year include topics about racism,
climate change, mental wellness, and communities. For additional
information on National Public Health Week, the daily themes, and ways to
be involved, please visit the National Public Health Week website here.
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Origin of National
 Nurses Day

Spring weather means chicks start to make
their way to farm-supply stores and to your
homes! Chicks, along with other live poultry,
often carry Salmonella and other germs.
Salmonella is a bacteria that is commonly found
in poultry droppings that can cause illness in
humans. The chicks themselves may not appear
sick but can pass on illnesses to humans.
Children under 5 years old, adults over 65 years
old, and people with weakened immune  
 systems  are   at   a   higher   risk  of illness

and should not handle
chicks or other live poultry.
For more information on
handling chicks and
Salmonella visit the CDC's
webpage here. 

NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK
April 4-10

“As we prepare for the future post
Covid, I am excited to build upon a
positive outcome from the
pandemic; the strengthening of, and
in some cases the creation of new
community partners across Calhoun
County. Together we can meet the 
challenges of 
creating a 
healthier 
community 
for all.”
Eric Pessell, 
Health Officer 

CCPHD is excited to introduce the newest
Communicable Disease nurse, Heather Schumacher,
RN, BSN. Heather came to CCPHD in 2020 after
receiving her nursing degree in 2019 and working at
Bronson Methodist Hospital on the General Medical 

soap and water are more effective at removing certain types of germs
including Cryptosporidium and norovirus,
hand sanitizer may not remove harmful chemicals, such as pesticides
or heavy metals, and may be less effective when hands are visibly
dirty.

Hand sanitizer can be utilized when washing hands with soap and water
isn't available. When using hand sanitizer, look to have at least 60%
alcohol to help avoid getting sick and also spreading germs to others.
Hand washing is preferred over sanitizing for a few reasons that include:

For more information on hand washing compared to hand sanitizing, visit
the CDC's webpage about Hand Sanitizer here. 

Public Health Nurse Spotlight

Unit. Her interest in public health, microbiology, and the
world of microorganisms involving  bacteria and viruses
drew her to Communicable Disease. Working the COVID-19 pandemic has
been Heather’s primary focus for disease investigation. Additional efforts
will include disease investigation for other reportable diseases in the
county and continuing work in the CCPHD Lead Program to provide case
management services to children in the county with elevated blood lead
levels. 

In 1974, President Richard Nixon proclaimed
National Nurses Week to be celebrated
annually in May. The American Nurses
Association (ANA) rallied to have a day
nationally recognized for nurses and in 1982
President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May
6th National Nurses Day to kick off National
Nurses Week. Nurses make up the highest
percentage of the US healthcare workforce
in many settings that include hospitals,
nursing homes, home visiting nurses, and
public health!

https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hand-hygiene-day/2022
http://nphw.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/farm-animals/backyard-poultry.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html


Showering before
swimming?
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A CCPHD Environmental Public Health (EPH) Sanitarian completes
inspections on public swimming pools and hot tubs, both indoor and
outdoor. Inspections are conducted twice a year for outdoor pools when
they open for the year around Memorial Day and when they close near the
end of the season. Indoor pool inspections are conducted twice a year
throughout the year. Many aspects of pools and hot tubs are inspected
that include checking mechanical equipment, the enclosure of the pool
and hot tub, and the water quality. Inspecting water quality includes
performing a chemical test of the water to ensure the pH level falls within
the acceptable range of 7.2-7.8. The pH level can fluctuate from factors
that include bacteria and germs off of swimmers, disinfectants, and
evaporation. Controlling the pH level and keeping within the acceptable
range prevent the pH from becoming too acidic, which can lead to wrinkles
in vinyl liners and eye/skin irritation, and from becoming too basic, which
can lead to cloudy water, chlorine inefficiency, and eye/skin irritation.
For information on the operation of public swimming pools visit the CDC's
webpage here.

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
June 5

POOL SAFETY

Tornado Danger Signs TORNADO SAFETY
Dark, often greenish sky
Large hail
A large, dark, low-lying cloud
(particularly if rotating)
Loud roar, similar to a freight train

If you see approaching storms or any of the
danger sign signs, be prepared to take
shelter immediately.

Have you noticed signs posted in swimming
pool restrooms asking you to shower before
heading to the pool? It can seem like an odd
request but there is a good reason! When you
rinse off in the shower, even for just 1 minute,
before hopping into the pool you are removing
dirt and germs on your body that would get
into the pool. Chlorine and bromine are
chemicals used in pools to kill or inactivate
germs that enter into the water and by rinsing
off first you are helping not to use up those
chemicals so they can fight off germs from
other sources!

What is considered a safe place during a tornado?
Basement or lowest level of home away from windows? YES! 
In a mobile home? NO! Mobile homes cannot hold up to tornado
winds. Find a nearby building a seek shelter there away from
windows.
In a vehicle? NO! Vehicles are not safe against the high winds a
tornado can produce. Do not stay in or under a vehicle during a
tornado.
Outside? YES, if you cannot safely reach a nearby shelter. Find
a low-lying area, like a ditch, away from trees or other possible
debris. Lie flat and cover your head with an object or your arms.

For additional information about taking shelter during a tornado,
visit the Michigan.gov tornado page here.

Michigan has 15 tornadoes per year on average. While this may seem low,
it is important to be prepared as tornadoes can develop rapidly with little
warning. MIREADY, through the Michigan State Police, provides
information about tornado safety and preparedness. For information
about preparation steps, what to do during and after a tornado, and an
emergency supply kit, visit the MIREADY Tornado webpage here.

Sustainability at Home

Saving energy by turning your heat
down when you aren't home
Using reusable alternatives such as
reusable water bottles and glass or
metal straws
Recycle items into correct bins
Grow your own produce

Small actions can help lessen your
environmental impact, these can include:

For additional information on what items can be
recycled and how to recycle, visit the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy Recycling 101 booklet here.

World Environment Day was created after the first United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment in 1972 in Stockholm. The United
Nations  uses the day to encourage worldwide awareness and action for
the environment with over 150 countries participating with people from
corporations, organizations, communities, and governments. 50 years later,
in 2022, World Environment Day is celebrating its roots by reflecting the
1972 motto in 2022 of "Only One Earth". The motto is still relevant today
and is meant to highlight the importance that this planet is our only home
and whose finite resources must be safeguarded. This year's conference
will discuss climate change, nature loss, and pollution as three crises the
planet faces and ways that people can aid in addressing these, such as
living more sustainably. An action item introduced during the conference
will be achieving recovery from COVID-19 in a sustainable way through
actions and policies. 
For more information about World Environment Day, visit the United Nation's
World Environment Day website here. 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/aquatics-professionals/operating-public-swimming-pools.html
https://www.michigan.gov/michiganprepares/0,4621,7-232-65025_65035---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/0,8237,7-375-89492_89885---,00.html#:~:text=On%20average%20Michigan%20has%2015,plan%20before%20a%20tornado%20strikes.
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/DEQ_Recycling101_web_511597_7.pdf
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/


UPCOMING EVENTS
Next Issue:
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CALHOUN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Immunization Awareness Month
 

Preparedness Month
 

World Rabies Day
 

World Environmental Health Day
 

National Food Safety Education Month

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days

Food Safety and Certified Food Manager Classes

Vaccination Clinics

Every Thursday: Imms and COVID-19 vaccines, Waivers
7:30-11am & 1-3:30pm at both Albion and Battle Creek Locations

Every Friday: COVID-19 vaccines, Waivers
8:30-11am  at both Albion and Battle Creek Locations

Call the Environmental Public Health Department
for available classes and dates

Visit the the Recycling and Solid 
Waste webpage for events

"Working to enhance our
community's total well-being"

Monday-Wednesday by Appointment: 
COVID-19 vaccines at both Albion and Battle Creek Locations

https://calhouncountymi.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/CCPublicHealthDepartment/

